New York Tines (www. nytinmes.con) (03/29/01) P. Al; Swarns,
Rachel L.

Wiile recent price cuts are naking AIDS drugs nore
affordable for AIDS patients in Africa, the drugs are still out
of reach for many people. Wth an estimated 4.7 mllion people
infected with HV, South Africa has the highest nunber of HV
cases in the world, and sonme 600,000 people require treatnent.
According to officials, the country's national health systemis
struggling and woul d be inadequately prepared to distribute the
AIDS drugs and nonitor conpliance outside of sone |large
hospi tal s. In H abisa, South Africa, there are approximtely
40,000 people infected wth HV--one in three adults in the
town--but only about 11 can pay for the drugs. For sick people
in this rural region, the choice is all too often between buying
food, paying school fees, or Dbuying nedicine. The town's
hospital is crowled and understaffed, and health workers note
that it is hard enough to make sure that outpatients wth
tuberculosis (TB) conplete their six nonths of treatnent. "The
problens are vastly greater for AIDS patients than for TB, and
we can't even nanage TB," said Dr. Sean Drysdale, the conmunity
health officer responsible for HV and tuberculosis prograns in
H abi sa. According to Drysdale, they can only track 60 percent
of TB patients in the area.

"Startling News: Gowing AIDS Crisis Anong Wnen"
(03/01); Satcher, David

In a commentary, U.S. Surgeon Ceneral David Satcher notes
that while many people see AIDS as a disease that affects only
gay nen, wonen now nmeke up 24 percent of new Al DS cases. That
figure is up from 6.7 percent nearly two decades ago. Sat cher
further points out that 81 percent of the A DS cases anbng wonen
bet ween June 1999 and June 2000 were anong African-American and
Hi spani c wonen. To determne why rates of HYV and AIDS are
i ncreasing anong wonen, Satcher suggests looking to wonen's
position in society and their interactions with men. According
to the surgeon general, "W nust address issues such as the |ack
of open conversation around sexual health that pervades sexua
relationships in the U S " This includes learning a partner's
sexual history and addressing bisexuality. However, Satcher
asserts that wonen, too, nust nmake their own health a priority.
"By hel ping one another,” he concludes, "wonen can nonitor their

spiritual, ment al , and physi cal heal t h--i ncl udi ng their
reproductive health--and that of their partners.” Mor e
informati on about Satcher's initiative, The Leadership Canpaign
Agai nst Al DS IS avai |l abl e onl i ne at

WWW. sur geongener al . gov/ ai ds/ t| capagel. ht m .



versions of the drug is now in battle for its life against
nearly 40 of the top drug manufacturers in the world.

"South Africa's HV Rate C i nbs"
Washi ngt on Post (www. washi ngt onpost.com (03/21/01) P. A24

New statistics indicate that one in nine South Africans is
infected with HYV, wth about 4.7 mllion South Africans
infected as of year-end 2000. According to a study released by
Health M nister Manto Tshabal al a- Msi mang, the infection rate in
the province of KwaZulu-Natal is greater than one in every three
peopl e. The study, which was based on reports from 400 clinics
t hroughout South Africa, also found that 24.5 percent of wonen
attending public postnatal clinics were H V-positive, up from
22.4 percent in the previous year.

"H'V on Rise in India, Report Says"
Ol ando Sentinel (ww. orl andosentinel.conm (03/21/01) P. A9
The Indian governnent reported Tuesday that there were an

estimated 3.86 mllion people infected with HV in the country
last year, up from 3.7 mllion in 1999. According to the
departnment of health, there were approximately 3.5 mllion H V-

infected individuals in India in 1998.

"AIDS Panic in China Leads to Draconi an Measures”
wall Street Journal (ww. wsj.com (03/23/01) P. Bl; Chang,
Leslie

Efforts to fight the AIDS epidemic in China are comng
largely in the formof bills |imting the rights of H V-infected
i ndi vidual s--a situation that has doctors and activists
concer ned. The fear is that the new neasures could increase
di scrimnation against people wth HYV or AIDS; discourage
individuals from getting tested for HV; and play on the belief
that AIDS can be elimnated by punishing those infected, rather
than inform ng the public. Alaw in Beijing GCty, for exanple,
stipulates that the bodies of people who died from HV or AIDS
must be cremated inmediately and not noved out of the city. In
Hebei Province, the l|law states that "those wth sexually
transmtted diseases who have not been cured cannot join the
mlitary, enter school, recruit workers or get nmarried, cannot
obtain permssion to have a child, cannot work in child care,
food-related, or service industries, etc., and those already in
those fields nust be transferred.” Recent governnment estimtes
indicate that China could have 10 mllion cases of H V infection
by 2010, up from 500,000 now, unless aggressive neasures are
taken. Experts note that because the country is at a relatively
early stage with the disease, such efforts could be quite
successful .

"Al DS (bstacles Overwhelma Small South African Town"



with people they care about. The agency has received thousands
of phone calls about nedical nyths since 1999. In an effort to
respond to the calls and the nyths, the CDC is fighting back by
devoting a page on its Wb site, ww.cdc.gov, just to nyth

debunki ng. Bar bara M kkel son of the Valley Fol klore Society,
WMV snopes. com says health threats are by far the nost
tantalizing enmails nyths yet. She suggests that people are
"grasping at straws” to explain "a growmng sense of

vul nerability" in the world.

"Program Reduces Ri sky Behavior in Youths with H V'
Reuters Health Information Services (ww.reutersheal th.conm
(03/13/01); Cooke, M chele Beaulieu

Researchers in California report in the American Journal of
Public Health (2001;91:400-405) that a new program called "Act
Safe" has been proven to reduce risky sexual behavior anmong Hi V-
positive teenagers. Dr. Mary Jane Rot heram Borus and col | eagues
from the University of California at Los Angeles studied the
behaviors of 310 H V-infected teenagers during the two-part
intervention project, tracking risky behaviors associated wth
H'V transm ssion and then followi ng-up with the students after
si x nont hs. The "Act Safe" portion of the project focused on
educating teens about changing risky behaviors and resulted in
significant decreases in sexual encounters wth H V-negative
partners, unprotected sexual encounters, and drug use. The
"Stay Healthy" portion of the program-which counsel ed the teens
about coping with H V--denonstrated a better response from the
girls than the boys as far as healthier |ifestyle changes,
al t hough both sexes benefited fromthe social support issues.

"South Africa Resists Call for AIDS Energency”
Washi ngton Post (www. washi ngtonpost.con) (03/15/01) P. Al
Jeter, Jon

South African President Thabo Mieki refused on Wednesday to
declare AIDS a national energency, a step that would have
enabl ed his governnent to override foreign patents on Al DS drugs
and purchase |ower-cost, generic versions. Speaking to
Parlianment, Moeki said he did not think it was necessary to use
the Wrld Trade Organization provision that allows the
suspension of patents in cases of extreme national energency.
South Africa has an estimated 4.2 mllion people living with
H'V, nore than any other country in the world, and the nation
has been under huge pressure to initiate the steps necessary to
make AIDS drugs affordable and available. Yet the South African
government is hesitant to take steps that might affect foreign
i nvestment or raise doubts about the nation's devotion to free
trade activities. A |law passed by the governnent four years ago
that allowed the inportation and distribution of generic
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"UCLA Study Shows AIDS-Intervention Progranms Curb Ri sky Sex and
Drug Use by HI V-Positive Youth"
Postnet Online (ww. postnet.com (02/28/01)

A recent study from the University of California at Los
Angel es found that HV-infected youths participating in an Al DS
intervention program voluntarily decreased their high-risk
sexual behavior by 82 percent and their drug use by one-third.
The findings, reported in the Mirch edition of the American
Journal of Public Health, offer some encouragenent in the effort
to curtail the spread of HV anbng young people. During the
study, researchers worked to assist participants nmaintain
enotional wellness, take responsibility for their health, and
reduce their high-risk behaviors. The "Stay Healthy" part of
the program involved 12 sessions ained at helping participants
change their behaviors. The teens were introduced to nodified
behavi or routines designed to keep them healthy, and they were
educated about how to cope with their HV status, disclosure
i ssues, and nedi cal -deci sion nmaking. The second section, called
"Act Safe," targeted the prevention of disease transmission to
ot hers.

"Teenage AIDS Rate in South Africa Easing--Oficial™
Reuters (www. reuters.com (03/02/01); Swindells, Steven

Ayanda Nt sal uba, di rector - general of South Africa's
Departnment of Health, reported Thursday that teenagers in the
country appear to be practicing safer sex, with a slow down in
HV infection rates anong teens and also declining syphilis

rat es. Nearly half the nation's population is less than 20
years old, and the average age when South African teens start
having intercourse is 12. Wiile a change in the attitude

toward sex would indicate increased use of condons and greater
awareness of the risks of unprotected sex, Nt saluba also noted
that the infection rate anong adults ages 25 to 35 continues to
i ncrease. Pretoria is expected to release its annual report on
H 'V rates at public antenatal clinics later this nonth.

"CDC Targeting Internet Epidem c of Medical Hoaxes"
Boston d obe (www. boston/com globe) (03/09/01) P. Al; Barnard,
Anne

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is fighting
a new battle, this tinme against the imaginary disease and virus
threats being spread through enmail warnings. The false health
war ni ngs about receiving a deadly virus through the mail or
becom ng infected with H'V by punping gas are just tw of the
several stories that are being circulated via email by people
who believe the stories and are concerned enough to share them



